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Americans care a lot about clean water
Two fundamentals

Public Perception of Agriculture and the
Environment

Water Words That Work
Group Exercises
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Americans

“I'm going to read you a list of environmental problems. As | read each one, please
tell me if you personally worry about this problem a great deal, a fair amount, only a

little, or not at all. How much do you personally worry about [see below]?"

Great
Deal

"Pollution of drinking water”
"Pollution of rivers, lakes and reservoirs”

"Contamination of soil and water by toxic waste"

"Maintenance of the nation’s supply of fresh water for
household needs”

Air pollution
"Extinction of plant and animal species”
"The loss of tropical rain forests”

“"Damage to the earth’s ozone layer”

"The 'greenhouse effect,’ or global warming”
"Acid rain”

Gallup Poll, 2004
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Water is a high priority for Kentuckians

Kentuckians Rank Environmental Concerns

water pollution

fety of drinking water

air pollution

e

trash/solid waste |
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loss of natural resources

coal mining/energy

other

i 1 | I 1 1 1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
repondents rank most important environmental problems

Based on number of votes recelved for top 3 issues.

2002 Online Public Opinion Poll on the Environment
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Water is a high priority for Virginians

FIGURE 1:
Evaluation of the Seriousness of Problems Facing Your Area

lExtNotySor gsw Ser. mNot Ser. DDK!NA
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A lack of affordable health insurance coverage

Pollution of the Chesapeake Bay

FPollution of rivers, lakes and streams

Poorly-planned growth and development

The economy and unemployment

The amount you pay in taxes

The quality of public education
l

s 2% 40% 80% 0%

Results of a Recent Survey of Virginia Voters on River and Bay Issues, 2004
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Fundamental #1.

To tap those supportive
attitudes, we must break our
habit of producing cryptic and

confusing materials -- and learn
to match language to audience
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Source: A Survey of Chesapeake Bay Watershed Residents, 2002
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Source: Kentucky's 2004 Survey of Environmental Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behaviors, 2004
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Pofomac Basin

ol &2 No. 1 Inferstote Comimision on e Folomoa River Batin Jon Feb. 2006

L
)
mgard to davel cpemnt nd matoreion.

ICPRB a Pariner in Restoration Plans,
Resecrch, Outrecachin 2006

Ar. the slates of he Polomac basin
continus to updato thalr ass essments
of overall sirsam health In their
prizdicions, the Inlersiate Commission
on he Foloma: Aver Basin is assizing
with tis gromng experiss in rectorafon
planz.

Tris ysar, he KPRE mamber slatos
ond the Dig¥ol of Columbia are updaing
1hs federally mandated lists of wakers in
1halr jurisdcticns-shsams, Avers, and
hkeo-that are unabls to meet thalr
dedgnatod water qually slandards. The
Tsts of nonzomplant sireams wil be
ranked and used to create tolal

doze cocperafon betwesn [urzddions.
The human =kds of sirsam restoraticn
ko Is being covered by 1hs commisskn
through oursach to schocls and dizens
grups. Commisgion chalf am I Increasingly
Imporiant conlact with many walershed
groups and schoolks to educate and activale
groups n the chalenge of prezening the
Polomac's marny valies. The commiselon
supparts many activites to foske publc
upped, ¥om crganizing ¥es plantings and
drsam deanups, darting and suppading
ciitzen walershed groups, assisting wih he
acquisiion of grant furds for those groups,

dally load plans (TMOLs). These plans
23255 1he Iovels of a problem paiiitant
and s scurces, and develop
mplomsniaticn concepts and programs to
bring the water body back int> acteptabie
Jeadds of quallly. The ICFRE is assising
With a rumber of hess plans, oms of
which aré nterstale watershads roquirng

badn-wie 1o dean
IMHWI and dering connsctions batwesn
thess groups throughout the badn shates.

The ICPRB wil puras many cther

toctrical programs in 200, In addon o
s TMDL werk, ICPRE Is bulding
undergtandng of the basin's groundwalker
reoouross, how they an balng ussd
cumsatly and their iabifly in the dture.

Matheriy
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www.rei.com

www.hudsontrail.com

TMDL
Impervious surface
Hydrograph
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onpoint source pollution

And so
And so o0
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Where they get their information

Figure 1-14: Major Sources of Environmental

Information
Mode 2000 | 2001 For the past 30 years, most
Television 593 633 American citizens have
Newspapers 573 sos gotten most of their
Environmental groups Information about nature

protection and pollution

Product packaging 2% control from the news media
Government 27% n/a
Internet 19% 23%
Your children 16% 11%
Large companies 13% n/a

Sources: Roper, 2000 and 2001 WORDS

Understanding Environmental Literacy in America and Making it a Reality, 2005 W/{,RK



Fundamental #1.

To tap supportive attitudes, we
must break our habit of
producing cryptic and confusing
materials -- and learn to match
language to audience
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Fundamental #2:
Americans are changing the
channel, putting the burden of
clear communication on us
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Media Choices are Exploding

ﬂmyspace.cpm,;
a place for friends
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WIKIPEDIA

THE HUFFINGTON POST

You [T
DRUDGE REPORT

Broadcast Yourself™

craigslist
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Ending: The Era of
Mass Media

Beginning: The Era of
Nonpoint Source
Information
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Recent Trends in News Consumption
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AiRead a news maga?2Z|]
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Latest Hews: Techs buckle under Microsoft, Wal-Mart helps Dow

~ Time Inc. to Eliminate Nearly 300 Magazine

Jobs

TV has lowest-rated week ever ;
&

Wednesday, July 12, 2006; Posted: 8:42 a.m. EDT (12:42 GMT)
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Layotfs imminent at The Philadelphia
Inquirer

A
By Katharine 0. Seelye Published: January 3, 2007 .
MEWY ¥ORK: The Philadelphia Inguirer was expected to announce &= E-Mail Article }
<

*

Wednesday that it would lay off B8 to 71 employees, ar abaout 17
percent of the newsraom staff, just seven manths after a group of local

di Listen to Article

. . . . = Prinker-Friend|
business executives took aver the newspaper and its sister !

publication, The Daily Mews. W 3-Column Format
N & %8 Translate
Thrn --.LH,“-" - "xfﬂwﬁ'*# - ’ﬂ‘# . I"""-oi"'&""'h



At the same news ¢cons
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NEndangered

speci es
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