
ñFertilizer is good for 

the grass on my lawn, 

how can it be bad for 

grass in the river?ò



Writing and talking about 
conservation on ïand of ïagricultural lands

Eric Eckl
August 29, 2007







Storytime !



Todayôs Presentation
·Americans care a lot about clean water

·Two fundamentals

·Public Perception of Agriculture and the 
Environment

·Water Words That Work

·Group Exercises



Water is a high priority for 
Americans

Gallup Poll, 2004



Water is a high priority for Kentuckians

2002 Online Public Opinion Poll on the Environment



Water is a high priority for Virginians

Results of a Recent Survey of Virginia Voters on River and Bay Issues, 2004



Fundamental #1:

To tap those supportive 

attitudes, we must break our 

habit of producing cryptic and 

confusing materials -- and learn 

to match language to audience



Storytime !





ñWatershedò

Source: A Survey of Chesapeake Bay Watershed Residents, 2002

Photo: Flickr, Fernando Dall Dôaqua





ñBiodiversityò

Source: Kentucky's 2004 Survey of Environmental Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behaviors, 2004

Photo: Flickr, merfam



TMDL

Impervious surface

Hydrograph

Nonpoint source pollution

And so forthé

And so oné





Where they get their information

For the past 30 years, most 

American citizens have 

gotten most of their 

information about nature 

protection and pollution 

control from the news media

Understanding Environmental Literacy in America and Making it a Reality, 2005



Fundamental #1:

To tap supportive attitudes, we 

must break our habit of 

producing cryptic and confusing 

materials -- and learn to match 

language to audience



Fundamental #2:

Americans are changing the 

channel, putting the burden of 

clear communication on us



Media Choices are Exploding



Ending: The Era of 

Mass Media

Beginning: The Era of 

Nonpoint Source 

Information



Recent Trends in News Consumption

Pew Research Center: Trends 2005



ñWatched TV news yesterdayò



ñRead newspaper yesterdayò



ñListened to radio news yesterdayò



ñRead a news magazine yesterdayò





At the same news consumption fallsé

Roper Starch: Americans' Low "Energy IQ:" A Risk to Our Energy Future, 2002



ñWater pollution laws do not go far enoughò



ñEnvironmental laws do not go far enoughò



ñEndangered species laws do not go far enoughò



ñWetlands laws do not go far enoughò




